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Regulation 15 

Technical Committee Structure 

A submission from the Executive Committee 

PROPOSAL: 

1. From November 2004, the following committees will be replaced with one 
‘Technical Committee’: 

 (a) Centreboard Boat Committee 

(b) Keelboat Committee 

(c) Measurement Committee 

(d) Multihull Committee 

(e) Sailing Committee 

(f) Windsurfing Committee 

2. The new ‘Technical Committee’ will be made up as follows: 

(a) Chairman, a vice-chairman and the number of members that will be 
appointed by the Council from time to time as given in Article 63. 

(b) In addition, specialist expertise will be represented as follows: 

(i) A technical representative for the centreboard boats – to be nominated 
by the Executive Committee 

(ii) A technical representative for the keelboats – to be nominated by the 
Executive Committee 

(iii) A technical representative for the multihulls – to be nominated by the 
Executive Committee 

(iv) A technical representative for the windsurfers – to be nominated by the 
Executive Committee – who will also be represented on the windsurfing 
sub-committee (see point 4 of this proposal) 

(v) A representative of the ISAF Classes Committee 

(vi) A representative of the Racing Rules Committee 

(vii) A representative of the Offshore Committee 

(c) The Chairman of the Technical Committee may, for the purposes of liaison, 
appoint himself/herself or another member of the committee as an ex-officio, 
non-voting member of the Race Officials Committee. 

3. The terms of reference of the new ‘Technical Committee’ will be as follows: 

The Technical Committee will: 

(a) Be responsible for recommending to the Council planning and policy 
recommendations on technical matters; 
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(b) Consider submissions on sailing and technical matters and make 
recommendations thereon to the Council; 

(c) Every four years, at the meeting immediately prior to the Olympic Games, 
recommend to the Council technical matters relating to the events which are 
to compete in the Olympic Regatta to take place in five years time; 

(d) Every four years, at the meeting immediately after the Olympic Games, 
recommend to the Council technical matters relating to the equipment to be 
used at the next Olympic Regatta; 

(e) Review applications by classes for ISAF Status and make recommendations 
thereon to the Council 

(f) Maintain a liaison with and be responsible for the supervision of the 
constitutions of ISAF Classes and to develop the concept of these classes to 
help them promote world sailing; 

(g) Periodically review the ISAF Classes and make recommendations where 
thought appropriate for the withdrawal of ISAF status; 

(i) Give interpretations of class rules 

(j) Keep under review and, where appropriate, recommend changes to the 
International Offshore Multihull Rule and the International Offshore Multihull 
Minimum Equipment and Safety Regulations. 

(k) Ensure uniformity of measurement rules for all ISAF classes recommending 
in particular:  

(i) uniform measurement procedures and methods; 
(ii) uniform format and working of class rules;  

(l) Keep under constant review:  

(i) the International Measurement Instructions; and  
(ii) the ISAF Measurement Manual;  

(m) Work for improvement of the standard of measurement in the ISAF Member 
National Authorities particularly through:  

(i) maintaining a group of ISAF approved International Measurers of the 
highest standard, who are available for measurement at the Olympics 
and principal championship regattas; 

(ii) arranging measurement courses and symposia;  

(n) Develop, consider and formulate new methods of measurement and methods 
to ensure measurement rules compliance;  

(o) Keep building processes under review and through inspection of licensed 
builder's premises maintain standards of construction; 

(p) Examine:  

(i) class measurement rules of classes seeking ISAF status;  

(ii) submissions of amendments to the measurement rules of the ISAF 
classes to ensure compliance with uniformity requirements (referred to 
in 15M.6(a)) in co-operation with the relevant ISAF committee;  
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(q) lay down rules and make recommendations regarding measurement;  

(r) liaise with relevant ISAF committees in all matters affecting measurement; 

4. A new ‘windsurfing sub-committee’ will be established as a sub-committee to the 
Events Committee to recommend policy on windsurfing as a discipline, as follows: 

Windsurfing Sub-Committee 

(a) The Windsurfing Sub-Committee has been established as a Sub-committee 
of the Events Committee by the Council pursuant to Article 63. 

(b) The Windsurfing Sub-committee shall consist of a Chairman and the number 
of members that shall be appointed by the Council from time to time as 
provided by Article 63. 

Terms of reference 

The Windsurfing Sub-committee shall: 

(a) Make recommendations to the Events Committee on the promotion and co-
ordination of windsurfing throughout the world; 

(b) Monitor and develop all technical aspects of windsurfing organisation in 
conjunction with relevant ISAF Committees and make any necessary 
recommendations to the Events Committee; 

CURRENT POSITION: 

See regulations 15.2, 15.11, 15.15, 15.24, 15.27 

REASON: 

Council minute 2(c) refers: 

Merging of Current ISAF Committees 

Council noted that the Aisher working party and then the Kellett working party had 
both made proposals to merge some of the technical committees.  The President 
proposed that Council should again consider this at their meeting in November.   

The work of the committees might be split so that the classes take more 
responsibility for overseeing their rule changes. 

A Council member expressed concern that, whilst a good idea in principle, critical 
expertise could be lost from the Federation by the moving of responsibility to the 
staff.  However, in principle, Council agreed with the proposal from the President 
and that the Executive Committee should prepare a submission for consideration 
in November 2003. 


